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COLD-FORMED STEEL DESIGN 
WORKSHOP AT 2010 STRUCTURES 

CONGRESS IN ORLANDO 
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The ASCE-SEI Committee on Cold-Formed 

Members is sponsoring a Workshop on the Direct 

Strength Method Design of Cold-Formed Steel 

Members. The workshop will be presented at 1:15 

PM on May 13, 2010 at the 2010 Structures 

Congress in Orlando, Florida.  

 

The workshop will be led by Dr. Ben Schafer. Dr. 

Schafer is the Chair of the Department of Civil 

Engineering at The Johns Hopkins University. Ben 

is also the lead researcher and creator of the 

Direct Strength Method (DSM). This Method is an 

entirely new design procedure that integrates the 

determination of cross-sectional stability states into 

the design process of cold-formed steel members. 

DSM currently exists as an Appendix to the 

Specification for the Design of Cold-Formed Steel 

Structural Members, but it is gaining increased 

utilization. The Method offers the opportunity to 

examine a broader spectrum of member cross 

sections than the members covered by the main 

body of the Specifications. The software utilized for 

the DSM is available in the public domain.  

 

Dr. Schafer will be assisted during the workshop 

by Dr. Cris Moen, a professor at Virginia Tech, and 

Ryan Smith, a Professional Engineer at Clark 

Western Lath and Steel Framing. 

 

All of the workshop presenters are members of the 

Cold-Formed Steel Engineers Institute 

(www.cfsei.org). Ben Schafer is a former president 

of CFSEI. 

 

Poster presentations of innovative project designs 

using cold-formed steel will also be presented at 

the Structures Congress. These projects were 

selected as project award winners by the Cold-

Formed Steel Engineers Institute. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Our next meeting and dinner presentation is 
scheduled for Spring.  The topic will be “Welding 
with CFS”.  Please stay tuned for the details of the 
meeting date and location.  An email 
announcement will be coming soon!   

 
Renew your CFSEI FL Chapter membership or join 
for 2010 at www.cfsei.org and be eligible to win 
$400 worth of AISI Design Standards at our Spring 
Meeting! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Julie 
Lowrey, Florida Chapter Secretary.  

Julie Lowrey 

jlowrey@trussteel.com 

(800)755-6001 X 4768 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DR. BEN SCHAFER 

UPCOMING CFSEI FL CHAPTER 
MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
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CFSEI CONFERENCE, SHOW, AND ANNUAL MEETING 
MAY 26-27, 2010 

Omni Hotel, CNN Center, Atlanta, GA 
 

LEFT: BILL BABICH, PE 
 
RIGHT: SOWRI RAJAN, PE 

The CFSEI Annual Meeting will be Wednesday and Thursday, 
May 26 – 27, 2010.  Please mark this date on your calendars; 
program details will follow in a few weeks.  The folks in the CFSEI 
Atlanta/Southeast chapter have done a dynamite job already of 
pulling together an excellent program, which includes nationally 
and internationally known speakers on CFS construction and 
design.  Similar to the 2009 meeting in Anaheim, a mini trade-
show will be included, as well as networking sessions, CFSEI 
committee meetings, meals, and the annual State of the Institute 
address.  

We will publish the full program soon; in the meantime, feel free to 
call or email questions or comments! 

Don Allen, P. E. (dallen@cfsei.org ) 

Technical Director, Cold-Formed Steel Engineers Institute 

DC Office: 202-785-2022 x14 

1201 15th Street NW Suite 320, Washington, DC 20005-2842 

GA Office: 706-597-8076 

1480 Cobbham Road, Thomson, GA 30824-4141 

Cell: 202-497-9375 

www.steelframing.org / www.cfsei.org. 
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OMNI HOTEL, CNN CENTER, 
ATLANTA, GA 

Cold-Formed Steel will be represented prominently at the 2010 

Structures Congress to be held in Orlando from May 12th 

through the 15th.  Of special interest is the acceptance of a 

poster presentation from the Structures Congress for our very 

own CFSEI FL Chapter members Sowri Rajan, PE and Bill 

Babich, PE on Saturday, May 15th.  The poster presentation will 

feature the CFSEI Innovative Design winner, "Innovative Use of 

CFS Trusses at Freightliner Wind Tunnel Research Facility".  

This innovative trussed structure was designed by Sowri Rajan 

who is the Chief Engineer at Alpine Structural Consultants 

(ASC) with assistance from Bill Babich and Gary Heal who are 

with TrusSteel.  Bill Babich is immediate past president of the 

CFSEI Florida Chapter, and current Vice President of CFSEI 

National. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CFSEI FL CHAPTER MEMBERS POSTER 
PRESENTATION AT 2010 STRUCTURES CONGRESS 
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What is the NASCC? 

The North American Steel Construction Conference is a premier education 

event aimed at providing structural engineers, steel fabricators, erectors, 

and detailers with practical information and the latest design and 

construction techniques. In addition, the Steel Conference offers an 

extensive trade show, featuring products and services ranging from 

fabrication machinery, galvanizing, and connection products to detailing 

and engineering software. It’s a once-a-year opportunity to learn the latest 

techniques, see the most innovative products, and network with your peers 

and clients. 

What is the Structures Congress? 

Held annually, the Structures Congress is an opportunity for the members 

of the Structural Engineering Institute of ASCE to come together to hear 

the latest advances in structural engineering. This year the Congress 

includes more than 400 papers in a variety of tracks, including: Bridges; 

Analysis & Computation; Building Design; Building-Seismic; Extreme 

Loads & Educational Reform; Concrete & Masonry Structures; Non-

Building Structures; Business & Professional Practice; Research; Tall 

Buildings; and Education & Loading 

What is the Stability Conference? 

The Structural Stability Research Council’s Annual Stability Conference 

has been held in conjunction with the NASCC since 2001.Presentation 

topics range from Lateral-Torsional Buckling of Steel Beam-Columns 

Under Fire Exposure to Optimization of the Cross-Frame Spacing in 

Straight, Skewed and Curved SteelI-Girder Bridges for Deck Casting 

Loads. The Stability Conference also includes the 2010 Lynn S. Beedle 

Lecture, which this year features Reidar Bjorhovde, president of The 

Bjorhovde Group. 

What is the CASE Spring Risk Convocation 

The Council of American Structural Engineers (CASE) holds their Spring 

Risk Convocation annually in conjunction with the Structures Congress. 

The CASE Convocation is dedicated to reducing the frequency and 

severity of claims and provides a forum to improve the quality of structural 

engineering through enhancement of business practices, decreased 

professional liability insurance, and increased profitability. 

What is the Analysis & Computation Track? 

Every two years, the Analysis & Computation Technical Administrative 

Committee of the Structural Engineering Institute organizes sessions to be 

held in conjunction with the Structures Congress. This year’s track focuses 

on educational challenges, advanced analysis-based design, emergent 

computing technology, optimal structural design, and structural control.  

 

 

 

MAY 12-15, 2010 – ORLANDO, FL 
Gaylord Palms Convention Center 

 2010 NASCC: The Steel Conference 

 The Structures Conference 

 The Annual Stability Conference 

 The CASE Spring Risk Management 
Convocation 

 The NISD Annual Meeting 

 19th Analysis & Computation Specialty 
Conference 

Visit www.aisc.org/nascc to register 

 

 

 

 

 

NASCC FAQ’S 
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2010 CFSEI Florida Chapter Board 
Members and Officers 

Barry Edie - President 

Jennifer Zabik, PE – Vice President 

Tamil Samiappan, EI – Treasurer 

Julie Lowrey, EI – Secretary 

Bill Babich, PE – Immediate Past President 

Kenny Pagano, PE 

Robert Kelzer 

David Abernethy 

Sharon Warner 

Patricio Romero, EI 

Paul Dalia, PE 
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Honoring the 2009 and Welcoming  the 2010 Board of Directors 

 
 

 

Stay tuned for details of our Spring meeting.  The topic 

will be “Welding with CFS” 

 

Renew your CFSEI FL Chapter membership or join for 

2010 at www.cfsei.org and be eligible to win $400 worth 

of AISI Design Standards at our Spring Meeting! 

 

Do you have questions, comments or suggestions for our 

Florida Chapter?  Let us know! 

Julie Lowrey, Chapter Secretary 

jlowrey@trussteel.com 

(800)755-6001 

 

 

COLD-FORMED STEEL ENGINEERS INSTITUTE 

FLORIDA CHAPTER 
www.cfsei.org 

 

 
Photo of 2009 Board:  left top to right bottom; 
Robert Kelzer, Bill Babich, Barry Edie, Kenny 
Pagano, Robin Lowery, Julie Lowrey, Tamil 
Samiappan  (not pictured: Jennifer Zabik and 
David Abernethy) 
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