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July 22nd CFSEI Florida Chapter 
Presentation 

Calling all Connections….Screws, Bolts, and 
Specialty Connectors!  

We are pleased to announce our Summer 
meeting covering Cold-Formed Steel 
Connections.  Bryan Wert from Simpson Strong 
Tie will be presenting on the design and 
installation of screws, bolts, and specialty 
connector products for cold-formed steel 
connections.  This presentation will be a great 
follow-up to the April 15th presentation on CFS 
welded connections.  Mr. Wert will discuss the 
varying types of connection including installation 
guidelines, where and when it is appropriate to 
use the connection, the limit states for the 
design of the connections as well as code 
approvals. 
 
Bryan Wert, PE, SECB is an engineer for 

Simpson Strong-Tie 
working out of the 
McKinney, TX 
branch and 
covering the 
Southeast portion 
of the country – 14 
states in all, 
including of course, 
Florida.  He is 
SECB certified and 

holds a P.E. license in eight states throughout 
the country from CA to FL, requiring in depth 
knowledge of both high wind and seismic 
design.  Before beginning his career with 
Simpson Strong-Tie early in 2007, he worked as 
a structural engineer at a large consulting firm in 
Las Vegas, NV.  There he gained design 
experience ranging from single-family tract and 
custom homes, to retail centers, to multi-story 
hotel and condo projects.  Bryan graduated from 
the University of Southern California (USC) with 
a B.S. in Civil Engineering (Building Science 
emphasis) and from Stanford University with a 
MS in Structural Engineering. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This presentation will be held on July 22nd at 
Champions Gate Golf Resort in Champs Hall.  
Doors open at 6pm for registration, happy hour 
(cash bar) and an Appetizer Extravaganza.  The 
presentation will begin at 7pm.   
 
Online registration will be available soon at 
http://www.cfsei.org/florida.htm  or contact Tamil 
Samiappan (tsamiappan@itwbcg.com) to 
register. CEU’s and PDH’s will be available! 
 
We would like to extend a special thank you to 
Bryan Wert and Simpson Strong Tie for this 
presentation. 
 
Update on CEU’s for FL Chapter 

Presentations 
 
Great News!  We just received the approval from 
the Florida Board of Professional Engineers that 
our application to provide CEU’s was approved 
and it is retroactive to May 1, 2010.  This means 
that those of us who attended Roger LaBoube’s 
presentation on May 10th will be receiving credit.  
We look forward to providing CEU’s for all our 
attendees at all of our future meetings! 
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Welcome 2010 Inductees to the National CFSEI Board of Directors! 
 

The CFSEI Florida Chapter is extremely 
honored and proud to announce that our own 
Bill Babich, P.E. was inaugurated as National 
CFSEI President on May 27th, at the CFSEI 
annual conference in Atlanta, GA.  Bill is the 
Director of Engineering for the TrusSteel 
Division of ITW Building Components Group, 
Inc. and has more than 24 years of experience 
in the pre-fabricated truss industry.  Bill has 
been involved in the cold-formed steel truss 
industry for 13 years.  In that time he has been 
involved with the industry on many different 
levels within organizations such as; CFSEI, 
CFSC, AISI/COFS, and the SFA.  He currently 
holds the positions of AISI/COFS Truss 
Subcommittee chairman, President of CFSEI, 
and is a member of the CFSEI Florida Chapter 
board of directors.  Bill is Immediate Past 
President of the CFSEI Florida Chapter. 
 

 
Bill Babich, P.E. 

National CFSEI President 
 
Ed Kile, P.E., S.E. was inducted as National 
CFSEI Vice President.  Winston E. (Ed) Kile is 
the Principal Engineer for Structuneering, Inc. in 
Houston, TX.  He has 39 years of experience 

working for metal building companies and as a 
consulting engineer.  Ed Kile is a licensed P.E. 
or S.E. in 47 states.  He serves as Chair of the 
ASCE-SEI Technical Committee for Cold-
Formed Members, and also serves on AISI 
Committee on Specifications (COS) 
subcommittees and on the CFSEI Lateral Task 
Group.  Structuneering was founded in 1984 as 
Kile Engineering, and specializes in the design 
of cold-formed metal framing and metal roofing 
for commercial and residential applications.  Kile 
earned a M.S. in Civil (Structural) Engineering 
from the University of Illinois and M.S. in 
Industrial Administration from Purdue University. 
 
Also inducted to the Board of Directors were 
Sutton Stephens, Ph.D., P.E., S.E., Associate 
Professor at Kansas State University, John 
Lyons, P.E., of Walter P. Moore and Associates, 
and Howard Lau, P.E., S.E., of Shigemura, Lau, 
Sakanashi, Higuchi and Associates, Inc. 
 
Don Allen, P.E., Technical Director of CFSEI 
administered the oath of office to the new Board 
Members.  Don had the following to say:  
“I am looking forward to working with Bill Babich 
and Ed Kile in their new roles as CFSEI 
President and Vice President respectively.  They 
have been great volunteers for CFSEI in the 
past, and have shown skill and leadership that 
will be valuable as the CFSEI moves forward 
with new programs and services for our 
membership.  Bill has already done a great job 
as chairman of the CFSEI membership Task 
Group.”

 

 
2010 National CFSEI Board of Directors (new officers and inductees) 

From left to right: Sutton Stephens, John Lyons, Bill Babich, Ed Kile, Don Allen (not pictured, Howard Lau)
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CFSEI Webinar, June 23, 2010: Beginners Guide to the Direct Strength 
Method for Cold-Formed Steel Design 

 
Date:     Wednesday, June 23 
Time:     1 PM Eastern; Noon Central; 11 AM Mountain; 10 Pacific 
Format:    Web based seminar using “Go To Meeting” technology 
Duration:   1 hour of lecture and design examples followed by 30 minutes of discussion and 

questions 
Cost:   $75 per computer screen for CFSEI & SFA Members; $100 for non-members 

(unlimited participants at each screen) 
Late Registration:   Registrations must be received three days prior to the webinar date or a $25 late 

registration fee will be assessed. 
Continuing Education: 1.5 hours available 
Registration:  Sign up today at www.cfsei.org 
 
About the Direct Strength Method (DSM) 
The Direct Strength Method (DSM) is an entirely 
new design method for cold-formed steel.  DSM 
requires no effective width calculations, 
eliminates tedious iterations to determine 
section properties, properly includes interaction 
effects between elements of the cross-section 
such as the flange and the web, and opens up 
the potential to create new sections as it is 
applicable to nearly any shape that can be 
formed from cold-formed steel (as opposed to 
just C, Z and hat shapes.)  First adopted in 2004 
as Appendix 1 to the North American 
Specification for the Design of Cold-Formed 
Steel Structural Members, the most recent 
version can be found in the recently published 
AISI-S100-07.  This CFSEI seminar introduces 
designers to DSM, provides step-by-step design 
examples, and informs users of design 
resources such as CFSEI Technical Note G100-
09 and AISI Design Guide on DSM (CF06-1P.) 
 
About the Webinar 
This interactive web-based seminar (webinar) is 
set up to allow participants to ask questions 
using a “chat” based format.  The entire seminar 
will be moderated by a registered P.E., who will 
collect questions from participants and provide 
structure to the Q&A session at the end.  
Questions that are not answered during the 
session will receive responses afterward.   
 
Continuing Education 
Continuing education certificates will be 
available in electronic format to all registered 

participants who log in to the seminar and 
respond to a brief quiz.  Multiple participants at a 
single screen will be eligible for continuing 
education, but participant lists must be received 
at info@cfsei.org within 48 hours of the webinar 
to verify additional participants.  Certificates will 
be available up to six weeks after the seminar.   
 
Seminar texts 
Participants will receive an electronic copy of the 
presenter’s notes in PDF format.  In addition, 
participants will be able to download the CFSEI 
Technical Note on DSM, as well as the free 
software CUFSM with tutorials and examples. 
 
About the Presenter 
Dr. Ben Schafer currently serves as the Swirnow 
Family Scholar, Associate Professor and 
Chairman of the Department of Civil Engineering 
at Johns Hopkins University.  He received his 
B.S. in Civil Engineering from the University of 
Iowa and his M.S. and Ph.D. in Structural 
Engineering from Cornell University.  Dr. 
Schafer has worked as a practicing structural 
engineer at Simpson, Gumpertz & Heger, Inc. in 
Boston Mass. and is licensed as a Professional 
Engineer.  Professor Schafer serves on 
numerous technical committees related to cold-
formed steel structures and is a past-president 
of the Cold-Formed Steel Engineers Institute 
(CFSEI).  He has received the National Science 
Foundation CAREER Award, ASCE Collingwood 
Prize, and is the primary author of the AISI 
Direct Strength Method Design Guide and the 
CFSEI Direct Strength Method Technical Note. 
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New Product Line from Simpson Strong-Tie 
One Touch, then you’re Done 

 
Simpson Strong-Tie continues to look for ways 
to simplify the construction process, including 
the installation of steel trusses. The new line of 
cold-formed steel structural restraints and 
braces are designed to provide time and cost 
savings. Compared to other products, installers 
handle these restraints just one time. “Touch it 
once and then you’re done,” said Stan Sias 
product manager for Simpson Strong-Tie. “It’s 
as simple as that. Our new products are not only 
easy to install, but help create a safer jobsite 
while minimizing time and cost spent on the job.”  
 
The new cold-formed steel products include: 
 
AHEP 

 
The Simpson Strong-Tie® AHEP (adjustable 
hip-end purlin) is a structural purlin that also 
serves as an installation aid during the truss 
erection process. The AHEP attaches to the 
step-down hip trusses at the leading edge 
eliminating the need for drop top chords and C-
stud fillers. The AHEP installs linearly, aligned 
with the end jacks, to maintain sheathing 
spacing from eave to hip or peak. Roof 
sheathing/decking attaches directly to the purlin. 
Adjustable in length, the AHEP is designed to 
accommodate a pitch range of 3/12 to 9/12. 
 
TBD22 

 
 
 

 
The Simpson Strong-Tie® TBD22 diagonal truss 
brace offers a time-saving substitute for hat 
channel or C-stud diagonal bracing and helps 
meet the prescriptive recommendations of 
CFSBCSI. The TBD22 travels in a box like a flat 
strap (160 feet per carton), and is formed into an 
A-shape as it is pulled from the carton to provide 
rigidity and prevent sagging between trusses 
during installation. As it is fastened to the 
trusses the brace flattens, allowing sheathing to 
be installed over it, saving time that’s typically 
needed to remove bracing prior to applying 
sheathing or decking. 
 
TSBR and S/TSR 

 

 
The Simpson Strong-Tie® TSBR and S/TSR 
truss spacer restraints capture the on-center 
spacing of cold-formed steel truss chords and 
webs, and laterally restrains the truss members, 
allowing quicker, easier and safer installations. 
Its tubular shape provides strength in both 
compression and tension. S/TSR installs in a 
linear fashion and has a low profile that can be 
sheathed over, eliminating the need to remove 
bracing prior to applying sheathing or decking. 
 
To learn more about these products and the 
entire Simpson Strong-Tie cold-formed steel 
offering, visit www.strongtie.com/products/cfs or 
call 800-999-5099. 
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New CFSEI Tech Note – Welding Cold-Formed Steel 
 
A newly updated Cold-Formed Steel Engineers 
Institute (CFSEI) Technical Note is available to 
add to your cold-formed steel technical resource 
library. You can find this Tech Note posted in the 
members-only section of the Steel Framing 
Alliance and CFSEI websites at 
www.steelframing.org or www.cfsei.org. 
 
“Welding Cold-Formed Steel” (Tech Note F140-
10), is the update of Technical Note 560-b1, 
originally issued in 1999.  This new version has 
been revised to include recent research, and 
references to the latest American Iron and Steel 
Institute (AISI) codes and standards.  In 
addition, new and updated details have been 
added, to better show specific weld types and 
how they match specific requirements in AISI 
North American Specification for the Design of 
Cold-Formed Steel Structural Members (AISI 
S100-07), and requirements of the 2008 version 

of American Welding Society (AWS) D1.3 
Structural Welding Code, Sheet Steel.   
 
For those who attended last month’s CFSEI 
Florida chapter meeting, which featured a 
presentation on welding by Barry Edie and 
Patricio Romero, you received an advance copy 
of this note. 
 
CFSEI welcomes input and suggestions for 
future Technical Note topics. Interested 
individuals are encouraged to send comments 
and questions to Don Allen at dallen@cfsei.org.   
 
Thank you for your continued interest in cold-
formed steel design and participation in CFSEI. 
We hope this newest Technical Note is a 
valuable addition to your library. 
  
Don Allen, P.E. 
Technical Director, CFSEI 
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April 15th Welding Presentation a 
Great Success 

 
The April 15th presentation on “Welding with 
CFS” was a success.  Presenters, Barry Edie 
(Florida Chapter President) and Patricio 
Romero, E.I. (Florida Chapter Board Member) 
gave a great presentation covering CFS weld 
design, practical applications, and field/shop 
considerations.  There were many questions and 
comments from the audience that spurred some 
interesting discussion.   
 
Congratulations to Adam Russell, who won the 
raffle grand prize of $400 worth of AISI Design 
Standards!  We wish you Happy CFS Designing 
Adam!   
 
If you missed the presentation, or have practical 
field/shop questions about welding with CFS, 
contact Barry Edie at barrye451@gmail.com .  
For engineering design questions or a copy of 

the presentation, contact Patricio Romero at 
Patricio_romeroc@hotmail.com. 
 

 
Adam Russell, United Structures 

 
 
Thanks to our May 10th Special Guest Speaker, Dr. Roger A. LaBoube 
 
Those of us who were able to attend the May 
10th Special Presentation featuring Dr. Roger 
LaBoube probably got a lot more than we 
expected to for our $25!  Dr. LaBoube gave an 
overview of cold-formed steel design before he 
began going over the changes to AISI S100-
2007.  He also gave a thorough explanation of 
distortional buckling and answered many 
questions.  Dr. LaBoube is an exceptional 
speaker who is able to make a 1.5 hour long 
presentation about cold-formed steel design a 
fun and exciting event, and we thank him for 
taking the time to come present for us. 
 

 
Dr. LaBoube presenting on May 10th 

 

Congratulations to our raffle winner, Adam 
Russell from United Structures, who won a 
voucher for a free copy of “Cold-Formed Steel 
Design, 4th edition” at the presentation.   So far 
Adam has been making out like a bandit at our 
meetings (he also won the April 15th raffle at the 
welding presentation)! 
 

 
Left: Adam Russell, United Structures 

Right:  Barry Edie, CFSEI FL Chapter President 
 
For those of you who attended the May 10th 
presentation and would like PDH’s and/or 
CEU’s, please email Julie Lowrey at 
jlowrey@trussteel.com. 



 7 CFSEI Florida Chapter Newsletter – June 2010

Coming Soon!  Cold-Formed Steel 
Design, 4th Edition 
 
It’s almost here!  The 4th edition of Cold-Formed 
Steel Design, by Dr. Wei-Wen Yu and Dr. Roger 
A. LaBoube is in final review, and should be 
available for purchase this fall.  The 4th edition 
incorporates the latest information and changes 
included in AISI S100-2007.  For all of us who 
are familiar with cold-formed steel design, we 
regard this book as the “definitive text on the 
subject”.  For anyone who wants to learn about 
cold-formed steel design, this book is a must-
have.  We will keep you posted on the 

availability date, and how to purchase a copy of 
your own, so stay tuned!  
 

 
Picture of Cold-Formed Steel Design, 3rd Edition

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                   

                                                                               

 
www.cfsei.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
CFSEI Webinar on Direct Strength Method    June 23 

COFS/COS Meetings - Toronto    July 13-15 

CFSEI FL Chapter Presentation on CFS Fastener Connections – Orlando, FL  July 22 

BCMC - Charlotte, NC    Sept. 29-Oct.1

Metalcon - Las Vegas, NV    Oct. 20-22 

20th International Specialty Conference on CFS Structures - St. Louis, MO  Nov. 3-4 

WELCOME NEW FLORIDA CHAPTER MEMBERS! 
 
Jaco Brand – TrusSteel/ASC  

Adam Russell – United Structures 

Fred Bowen, P.E. – Bowen Engineering Corporation 

Bill Ranieri, P.E. – WMR & Associates, Inc. 

Billy Bonham, P.E. - Henrob 

Frank Mestre - Advtech 


